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Toolbox

By Jim Hurley

It is essential to have the right tools for the job.
Sure, there are times I have made it work, but it is
not good to use a table knife from the kitchen
drawer to tighten a loose screw.

My high school graduation gift to my son was
a basic toolbox. I never expected him to follow my
line of work since it was always clear he had zero
interest in the work I did around our house. Yet I
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Screwdrivers and pliers
felt that everyone can benefit from having good
basic tools on hand should an urgent repair job
arise. When summer was over and I was helping
to move him into his college dorm, I suggested that
he take his modest toolbox too. He seemed con-
fused about why until two young ladies from
down the hall asked if anyone had a Phillips
screwdriver. Ilooked at him and said, “You do.”
He grabbed his toolbox and happily went off to
help.
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Best tools to include in your basic toolbox

Allen Wrenches Photos Jim Hurley

What basic tools should you have in a begin-
ning toolbox? Ilove tools and have a whole pickup
truck filled with them. Of course, you don’t need
all the tools I have but you should own enough ba-
sic hand tools for simple repairs around your
house. I will limit this article to hand tools and
discuss power tools in the future. A basic toolbox
must contain a hammer, pliers, screwdrivers, and
Allen wrenches. Each of these items needs a little
explanation. ... continued on Page D6
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Mention Tom and Receive 3 Free Hour-Long Guitar Lessons
With Any Guitar Purchase in September: A $270 Value!
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